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A. M. Qattan Foundation
Annual Report
1/4/2005 to 31/3/2006

From the Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Qver the last year, Palestine has been shaken by a series of difficult and momentous
events. Although the Israeli occupation forces withdrew from the Gaza Strip, they did
not lift their almost total blockade of the territory. Moreover, Palestinian society in the
West Bank and Gaza entered a new political era, the full implications and consequences
of which are yet to be seen but which have already impacted on the official political
culture, propelling it towards uncharted ideological/religious tendencies. There is no
doubt that these developments will have an immediate impact on the education and
cultural sectors.

Despite the continuing uncertainty of the security situation in Palestine as a whole, and
despite serious difficulties in transport and communications and the decline in the living
and economic conditions of people living in the Occupied Territories, the report we are
presenting contains good news, which reflects the work of the Foundation during the
past financial year and the development and growth of its various activities and projects.
The Qattan Centre for the Child has finally been opened in Gaza and quickly become
a focal point and refuge for an extraordinary number of children in the city; a series of
training courses and a film education programme for schools has been launched by the
Palestinian Audio-visual Project; the Culture and Arts Programme has increased in
size and variety and the Qattan Centre for Educational Research and Development
has begun to broaden its geographical reach within the country, having already
organised an international conference in Ramallah on vital issues in education during
2004.

Elsewhere the Board of Trustees has decided to proceed with the construction of a new
building in Ramallah to meet the Foundation’s growing needs. This will enable the library
service to expand and provide additional space for art exhibitions as well as a multi-
purpose hall equipped with the latest technology. We have also started to look into ways
of extending our presence into neighbouring countries, in particular Lebanon.

None of this could have been achieved without the exceptional efforts of the men

and women who work for the Foundation who have laboured in extremely difficult
circumstances and given tirelessly and generously of themselves. To them we extend our
thanks and gratitude.

Abdel Muhsin al-Qattan
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The QCC team with Omar Al-Qattan

The Foundation’s main building in e
Ramallah

Inside the Guest House ®

Filmmaker Shireen Dabies, who
stayed at the Guest House in
October 2005

Introduction

We are pleased to present this report in the hope that it will provide an account of
the Foundation’s projects and programmes over the past financial year; strengthen
our links with those working in culture and education, enhance transparency and
make our activities better known to the wider public.

In spite of the difficult circumstances the country has been through and the
negative impact the situation continued to have on all aspects of life in Palestine,
the Foundation realised a steady expansion in its projects and programmes during
the year. The number of people working at the Foundation increased to 68 and

the actual disbursement of funds rose to 3 million dollars. After years of delay in its
construction, the Qattan Centre for the Child was finally opened in Gaza, proving to
be an immediate success with children and parents, providing a refuge for them and
a place which will enable them to realise their potential.

There was an increase in the number of teachers joining the teachers’ forums that
were initially set up by the Qattan Centre for Educational Research and Development
throughout the country. These forums are proving to be a vital arena for the research
work of the Centre, and contribute to fostering the creativity and development

of teachers in the context of modern theoretical and applied research practices.

The Centre's core activities of training, research, curriculum evaluation, specialised
publications, and providing resources for educational development in Palestine
continued unabated.

The Culture and Arts Programme also expanded its work and increased its budget.
It continued to enrich the local cultural and artistic environment and to encourage
creativity among a new generation of musicians, actors, writers and other artists
as well as making sustained efforts to cooperate with local and international
organisations in order to achieve the maximum benefit from its activities and reach
the largest number possible of beneficiaries.

The Palestinian Audio-Visual Project launched its professional training programme

by holding 2 intensive courses in Amman for young people working in cinema; in
addition, it set up 19 cinema clubs in schools across the West Bank and Gaza Strip to
develop a grassroots film culture. Work also continued on the project’s professional
online database, which has become a valuable resource for the audio-visual sector in
Palestine.

This sustained growth did not come at the expense of the Foundation’s
independence, which it regards as central to its success, nor did it impact the
professional level on the performance of its administration and the execution of its
programmes, which depend on a participatory and decentralised approach. This,
however, required a revision of some of our administrative policies and procedures
and further development of our financial management system.

These accomplishments would not have been possible were it not for the hard work
of all our colleagues at the Foundation, and the trust and support we have received
from the Board of Trustees, as well as the genuine partnerships we have formed
with many organisations and individuals who have provided us with support and
encouragement. To all of them we extend our warmest appreciation.

Ziad Khalaf, Executive Director

Administrative Framework

and Policies

The administrative framework of the
Foundation is characterised by its
horizontal organisational structure

and decentralised approach. The
Foundation believes in fostering working
relationships among its staff and
cultivating their sense of belonging and
belief in its mission, and that they all
contribute to achieving it in their varying
capacities. The management of each
programme is responsible for drawing
up a strategy, action plan and annual
budget, in line with the Foundation’s
guidelines, while the general
management acts in a coordinating
capacity, providing administrative
support and financial regulation of the
programmes. The Board of Trustees
acts as the governing body of the
Foundation, while the function of the
Management Board is to coordinate

at the administrative and programme
levels, to instigate programme
development and expansion and to
report back to the Board of Trustees.

In its work, the Foundation depends

on experts and specialists in numerous
fields and the support they provide.
The Qattan Centre for the Child was
planned, from the start, in collaboration
with a specialist in children’s libraries
who continues to work closely with

the Centre. The work of the Culture
and Arts Programme is supported by
juries of experts; the Qattan Centre for
Educational Research and Development
has recently formed an associate body
which brings together experts and

academics from various universities and international organisations who provide
advice and lend their expertise to the Centre in linking it up to other organizations
and experts.

In an attempt to improve work-related performance, external specialists have been
brought in to carry out regular programme evaluations. The Qattan Centre for
Educational Research and Development was evaluated in 2003 and evaluations of
the Culture and Arts Programme and the Qattan Centre for the Child will be carried
out in 2006-2007. The European Union, which jointly funds the Palestinian Audio-
Visual Project, carried out an evaluation of the project in November 2005; and a
study is currently under way, which is looking at ways of developing it into a core
programme of the Foundation. In addition, the Foundation regularly monitors and
evaluates its own performance internally.

Donations
The Music Fund, a Belgian organisation, donated musical instruments with an
estimated value of $5,695 to the Qattan Centre for the Child.

Human Resources

Sixty-eight people are now employed by the Foundation, of which 64 are in Palestine
and 4 elsewhere, as follows: Administration 8, Culture and Arts Programme 2,
Qattan Centre for the Child 29, Qattan Centre for Educational Research and
Development (Ramallah office) 15, of whom 6 are part time, with an additional 10
in the Gaza office, of whom 4 are part time, and the Palestinian Audio-Visual Project
2. There are also two in general administration in the London office.

As part of a scheme to encourage volunteering and give graduates an opportunity
to train and acquire new skills, the Foundation welcomes student volunteers from
universities and new graduates who offer help in certain services and activities. This
year 56 volunteers were employed across the Foundation’s programmes.

Guest House

The Foundation provides a guest house which is available to our guests and to
guests of other local NGOs working in the fields of culture, arts and education, as
well as to individuals from the Arab World and elsewhere who work in these areas
and wish to make their services available or carry out particular projects, which
will be of benefit to the local community. During the year, 14 people stayed with
us including the celebrated British author and art critic, John Berger, the Austrian
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musician Erich Oskar Huetter and the
German photographer Peter Dammann.

Links with the Arab World and
Beyond

Over the past year, as part the
Foundation’s ongoing efforts

to establish stronger local and
international contacts, to exchange
experiences and to explore new
practices and skills, our staff
participated in workshops, courses and
seminars on topics as diverse as libraries
and project development. Some also
attended conferences on drama, critical
thinking, semiotic analysis, library
management, information technology
and nurturing the gifted and talented.
Some attended events such as
international book fairs, the Arab Music
Festival in Ash-Shariga (Sharjah) in
April 2005, and a meeting of donors
of cultural organisations in Beirut in
November 2005.

The Foundation continued to cooperate
closely with international public and
private organisations working in culture
and education. For the fifth year
running, it renewed its partnership with
the prestigious Lebanese publisher Dar
al-Adab. It also cooperated with the
Arab Education Forum and the Royal
Film Commission in Jordan, with the
Pistoletto Foundation in Italy and the
Pan-Hellenic Organisation for Teaching
Drama in Greece.

Publicity

The Foundation’s work was widely covered by local newspapers and magazines
(Al-Ayyam, al-Quds, al-Hayat al-Jadidah and al-"Umran magazine), and interviews
about the Foundation and its programmes also appeared in the international press,
including in al-Hayat (London), al-Ahram (Egypt), al-Ghad and al Ra’i (Jordan), al-
Usra (UAE), the French monthly, Les Cahiers du cinéma and the Dutch newspaper,
de Volkskrant. Local and international radio stations also broadcast news of our
activities, including ‘Shams’, ‘Ajial’, ‘Iman’, ‘Voice of Palestine’ and the BBC. A
number of TV stations broadcast news about the Foundation, including several live
interviews. Among these were the Palestine Satellite Station and Al-Jazeerah.

Design work was completed on the electronic newsletter which is now produced
every two months in Arabic and English and is distributed to more than 3,000
electronic addresses. Electronic discussion forums in the fields of culture and
education are currently being developed and will become a central part of the web
site.

Publications

Over the last year, the Foundation has published or co-published 13 books on
literature, art, history and education as well as three issues of Ru’a Tarbawiyya,
a specialist education quarterly. To obtain copies of these publications, you can
either contact us at the following e-mail addresses: azmi@gattanfoundation.org
in Ramallah, or hanna@qcerd.gattanfoundation.org in Gaza or contact the Arab
Education Forum/Azka Dunia Project: http://Awww.almoultaga.com

The London Office

The Foundation’s office in London supports a number of projects and activities

on its behalf or on behalf of the Al-Qattan Charitable Trust, whose donations are
separate from those of the Foundation. In the year under review, among the most
notable projects it supported were a photographic exhibition of children from the
Balata refugee camp (Base Camp Balata) that was held in the Frieze Gallery in East
London and an evening entitled One Nation Under One Groove, which brought
together a collection of Arab and British musicians and rap artists. The Foundation
also started work on an ambitious project for a festival of Arab classical music in
London, which will take place in 2008, the first time such an event will be staged
there. It also continued to support the Refugee Studies Centre at Oxford University.
The Al-Qattan Charitable Trust also made two significant donations of $30,000

each to a fund for Palestinian students at the American University of Beirut and to a
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similar fund at the Lebanese American
University. The Fund also contributed
to Mizna, an Arab-American cultural
association based in Minneapolis, USA.
Income and Expenditure

The total income of the Foundation

for the year was $2,545,915, of which
$2,235,000 was underwritten by

the al-Qattan Charitable Trust that is
supervised and funded by the al-Qattan

Programme/Project Expenditure (US$)

Administration Qattan Centre for Educational
Research and Development

203,289 557,456

Culture and Arts Programme |12 %

Palestinian Audio Visual Project 16%

Qattan Centre for the Child  Culture and Arts

712,560

family. The only project to receive external funding was the Palestinian Audio-Visual
Project which is jointly funded by the European Union with an overall budget of
€639,511 over three years with the European Union contributing €498,819 and the
Foundation contributing the remaining €140,692.

Total expenditure amounted to $3,010,768; $978,161 was of a capital nature and
$2,032,607 went on financing programmes, projects and administrative costs.

The Foundation’s accounts have been audited by Ernst and Young in Palestine and
Saffery Champness in the United Kingdom.

Programme Project
242,330 316,972 2,032,607
Administration |10%
27% | Qattan Centre for Educational
Research and Development
35% | Qattan Centre for the Child
7

Palestinian Audio-Visual Total Expenditure



The first thing that struck me when | entered the Centre was the way the people working there acted
towards me and my children, especially as one of them has special needs; they were gentle and
constantly smiling. This is the only place | found which has such facilities for kids and where we have
all found enjoyment. | am sure the Centre will always remain a favourite place

Hanna Thabit (Um Adham)

The course was very enjoyable. We learned about Front Page, which will help us very much to design
our own sites where we can put down our thoughts and ideas (even though, as they say, we are
Jjust children)! | hope they will teach us about other programmes in particular computer language

programmes.
Shujun al-Amal-14 years.

The Qattan Centre for the

Child

This project was launched in 2000 when
building started on land generously
donated by Gaza Municipality. A total
of 3.74 million US dollars was spent on
constructing and equipping the building.
The Centre finally opened its doors in
October 2005 after many delays caused
by the closures and difficult security
situation in the Gaza Strip. In the six
months since it opened, 4,061 people
enrolled as members and 28,205 visits
to the centre were recorded. During

the same period, the library lent 30,143
books and other materials.

The Centre offers library and information
services; recreational and educational
activities for children up to the age of
15 as well as activities to their parents,
and to professionals working with
children. It aims to nurture a love of
reading, writing and self-education
among children, by creating a friendly
and welcoming environment, which will
encourage them to engage with their
surroundings, and open themselves up
to other cultures. The Centre achieves
its goals through projects centred on
the library, information technology, the
visual arts, theatre, music and cinema
as well as clubs, outreach services and
other activities

Library

The library contains 89,143 materials
in various formats as well as materials
for children with special needs such
as books in Braille. It serves children

as well as professionals and children’s librarians. The library performs several other
functions, such as the preparation of training materials, including how to use the
expanded thesaurus, the role of head-teachers in activating school libraries, as well
as holding professional training courses for librarians. During the reporting period, it
also organised activities on a regular basis in story telling, video screenings, cultural
competitions, “open mike” sessions, drama productions, “forms and colours”,
cultural get-togethers, “puppet heaven”, popular games, story enactment and a
flower festival. It also held the First Winter Reading Camp, which lasted two weeks
and included art and drama workshops, dabkeh dancing, library and book sessions
and information technology workshops. 140 children attended the camp.

As part of National Reading Week, the Centre campaigned to encourage reading

in Palestinian society, and organised “Read and Play” in conjunction with the

Tamer Institute for Community Education. The Centre also held various courses for
children. These included drawing, calligraphy, photography, the Japanese art of
paper folding /origami, plastic art, creative writing and journalism. The Centre also
held three courses for people involved in setting up school libraries as well as one on
New Methods in Library Management. Around 25 specialist librarians benefited.

The Centre staged several plays and films as well as other entertainment activities.
In collaboration with the British Council, the French group Bibi Raman screened a
film, which was attended by 150 children; the Society for Deaf Children staged 3
performances of Cinderella which were attended by 250 children; in cooperation
with the Basma Cultural Foundation, the Centre staged two performances of a play
entitled Come and See, which was attended by 180 children. It screened five films,
and produced plays and other shows and organised a party for Mother’s Day, which
was attended by 480 boys and girls with their mothers, in addition to providing
cultural, recreational and educational activities such as puzzles, games, riddles,
“learn about” activities, anthems, and puppet shows. A total of 1,159 children
attended these activities.

Information Technology

The Centre is equipped to offer children and their families the use of computers and
the Internet. An information technology unit works to train children and members
of their families in computer skills and to promote their interest in information
technology. In the period under review, the Centre held five training courses for
children and three courses for families. A total of 127 children and 44 adults
benefited.

Clubs and Societies

The Centre set up Arabic, English and
French clubs for children, which aimed
to develop and strengthen language
skills through games and activities.
Forty-six children and 113 adults
benefited from the clubs set up for
families and people working outside the
Centre who had a particular interest in
child-related issues.

Extended Services Programme

This programme offers a mobile library
service. It aims to promote reading
through school visits, field trips and
book fairs. In the period under review,
the library put on book fairs in eleven
schools, clubs, centres and organisations
which work with children. 5,438
children benefited from the service.

The Centre also provided a number of
other services and programmes, which
included:

The “Small Librarian” Programme
This programme establishes a bridge
between the child and the library

to encourage him or her to feel
comfortable in it and to find his or
her way around it easily. In a simple,
interactive manner, it explains the
various sections of the library and the
technical procedures used in it.

The Electronic Journalist

This is a cultural club, which aims to
develop children’s literary abilities by
teaching them how to compose and

write news stories and reports to the highest ethical and professional standards,
using up to date technology.

My favourite book
This is a monthly meeting where members of the library present a favourite book for
discussion. Families and workers can participate in the programme as well.

Publications
The Centre published A General Guide to Libraries and Children’s Libraries by
Muhammad Iteim.

At the time of writing this report, the Centre had 4,061 registered members, in the
following categories:

Children under 6 years old (@and their Carers) ... 284
Children between the ages of 6-11 ... 2274
Children between the ages of 12-15......... 1259
Carers and people working wWith children .........ccoocoooovioiiiiooioeee e 203
EMPloyees Of the CONTIE ... 41

Employees of the Centre
1%

Carers and people working with children

Children under 6
7%

5%

Children between the ages of 12-15
31%

Children between the ages of 6-11
56%
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e The late Tom Hurndall

e Bishara Harouni in concert

e Dance student Lana Zureik

 Nai‘la Khalil and Aladdin Badarneh
receiving their Journalism Prizes
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Culture and Arts Programme

The Programme (formerly known as
the Culture and Science Programme)
was set up in 1999 to encourage and
nurture creative work, particularly
among young people, and develop their
artistic talents. It launched a number of
grants and prizes to promote creative
excellence and to support professional
and academic development among
young people working in these fields.
The programme’s work centres on
music, theatre and performing arts,
visual arts, literature, journalism and
publishing. Besides its awards and
grants, it also supports and organises
various cultural and artistic activities

as well as a programme of literary and
artistic residencies in Palestine and
abroad.

The Programme is constantly striving
to form partnerships with Palestinians
regardless of where they live and to
build a professional network of like-
minded groups and individuals from
the Arab and international artistic
community.

The Qattan Music Scholarships and
Grants

Last year, the Programme awarded nine
grants to students inside and outside
Palestine to allow them to complete
their studies in musical academies in
Palestine and abroad. In addition, it
provided a grant to the Edward Said
National Conservatory of Music to
support the Palestine Youth Orchestra
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Painting by Ra'fat As'ad e

Detail of painting by Muhammad Fadel e

The winning work of the Tom Hurndall e
Photojournalism prize

Sculpture by Jawad Ibrahim e

Young musicians Basel Zayed & Tareq ®

Rantisi in concert

summer workshop in Jordan and continued to sponsor the first prize in the annual
piano competition organised by the Magnificat Institute in Jerusalem.

Theatre and Performing Arts

Grants in the theatre and performing arts category were awarded to the
Palestinian National Theatre in Jerusalem to help support its production of Mural
(directed by Nizar al Zu'abi, from the poem by Mahmoud Darwish); Theatre Day
Productions to help cover the costs of their Specialised Training for Actors/ Drama
Instructors and their Drama for Women projects in Hebron and Gaza; and to the
Qafilah Theatre to produce The Dove’s Necklace, written by Ibn al-Mugafa’ and
directed by Imad Metwalli. The Programme also awarded scholarships to three
students to enable them to pursue their BAs and MAs in drama/ theatre studies at
universities abroad.

Supporting Theatre Performances
The Programme extended its support to 43 theatre performances that took place
across Palestine as well as performances touring Tunisia, France and Spain.

Literature

The Programme organises the Young Writer of the Year Award in different literary
fields. Prizes for best novel and best play alternate each year with prizes for poetry
and the short story.

In 2005, the jury commended Mahmoud Hourani for his novel Jaber al-Barka, Abd
al Fattah Shehadeh for his novel One Woman for Two Times, and Ala Hlehel for
his play Haidhestan, but withheld first prize in both of the categories.

Journalism

The Programme inaugurated a prize for photojournalism, which is named after the
young British photographer Tom Hurndall who was killed in Rafah by the Israeli
occupation forces in 2003 while he was trying to protect a group of children.
There were two other journalism prizes in different categories.

First prize in the feature story/reportage category went to Na'ila Khalil (Ballata
Camp), while first prize in the article/news analysis category went to Hisham Naffa’
(Haifa). Alaidin Badarneh (Nablus) was awarded the Tom Hurndall Photojournalism
Prize.

The Young Artist of the Year

The Programme received entries from
Palestine as well as neighbouring Arab
countries from artists wishing to take
part in the 2006 competition, the
winner of which will receive the Hassan
Hourani Award. The jury selected ten
projects (by 12 artists) to go through
to the second and final stage of the
competition, which will take place

in September 2006 and be curated

by British artist Nicola Gray. The ten
artists received grants to develop their
projects and grants were also awarded
to another four artists to produce

and exhibit their work outside the
framework of the competition.

The Qattan Distinction Award

This prize was set up to reward a work
of excellence of a noticeable impact
on the Palestinian art and culture
scene. The 2005 prize was awarded to
the monthly publication This Week in
Palestine.

Literary and Artistic Residencies
Every year, the Programme nominates
young artists who have taken part in
competitions for residencies around
the world in the Cité des Arts,

Paris, Cittadellarte, Biella (Italy), the
Townhouse Gallery, Cairo and the
International Artists Workshop in
Braziers, England. It also continues to
cooperate with ArtSchool Palestine on
nominating artists for residencies in the

UK, most notably Delfina and Gasworks.

It also continued to support artistic internships. These included director Dima Abu
Ghosh’s work as a trainee with the crew of Tunisian film director Nouri Bouzid's
film Kamikaze and Michael Halak's intensive study programme in pictorial art at the
Florence Academy of Art, Italy.

Exhibitions

The Programme organised or co-organised a total of 17 exhibitions, which
were held at the Foundation offices in Ramallah and in other cities including
Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Nablus. Exhibitions included Mohammad Fadel’s
Hulago, Iman Issa’s Boredom and Wall...Descent...Flight by British artist
Catherine Yass.

Cultural and Literary Events

The Programme organised, co-organised or supported 17 cultural and literary
events, six of which were held at the Foundation in Ramallah and included
poetry evenings and literary readings. The Programme also held its annual
closing ceremony at the Al-Kasaba Theatre & Cinematheque where the names
of the winners of its various competitions were announced. There were also
performances and readings by various musicians and writers followed by a
reception.

Musical Evenings and Festivals

The Programme supported or jointly organised 8 musical events, which
included four local festivals of music, singing and dance: the Yabous Festival,
the Palestine International Festival for Music and Dance, and musical evenings
with young musicians such as Bishara Harouni and Jihar Group. The Programme
also continued to support the the Al- Kamandjati Association’s music education
programme in Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon.

Creative Workshops

Among the workshops organised by the programme during the year was one on
photography, conducted by the distinguished photographer Larry Towell and held
at the media centre at Bir Zeit University; another on creative writing with novelist
Sahar Khalifah and one on autobiographical writing with author Ghada Karmi. The
programme also supported the Cairo to Camps project which a group of students
from the American University in Cairo carried out in the Shatila refugee camp in
Beirut, and, for the second year in a row, the Creative Creatures project which held
creative workshops for children in the Burj al-Barajneh refugee camp in Lebanon.

1



I've discovered that it's not enough just to have talent. My studies have given me ideas, skills and
knowledge that | would not have been able to acquire through years of experience.

Working with the Programme on the Young Artist Award 2006, was a unique experience for me
... | was overwhelmed by the level of professionalism and the trust shown by the Foudation’s staff.
...there was an excellent exchange of knowledge and ideas.

Majdi Hadid
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Publications

During the period covered by this
report, the Programme published the
art book Hassan Everywhere; Laqatatun
Mughaira: A History of Early Palestinian
Photography, 1850-1948, Nawafith Fi

Jedar As-Samt: Women Voices in the Intifadah (in collaboration with the Heinrich
Boll Foundation in Ramallah), and the winning texts from the 2004 Young Writer
of the Year Award: | Will Follow a Cloud - Fikrah, Faragh, Abyad and Hahahaha
Obour (with Dar al-Adab). The Programme supported Jaffa: A Poetic Anthology,
and volumes IV and V of the Diaries of Khalil Sakakini, published by the Institute of
Jerusalem Studies.

Culture and Arts Programme Expenditure (US$)

12

Music Theatre and Literature  Journalism  Artistic Visual Arts Cultural and Publications  Administrative and
Performing Arts Residencies artistic activities other expenses
32,535 35,900 11,281 7,600 9,379 14,388 27,834 45,451 57,962
Theatre and Performing Arts Literature
15% 5%
Music Journalism
13% 3%
Artistic Residencies
Administrative and other expenses 4%
24%
Cultural and artistic activities
1%
Visual Arts
Publications 6%
19%

total

242,330
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The Palestinian Audio Visual
Project (PAV)

The Project was launched in June

of 2004 and is jointly funded by

the Foundation and the European
Community. It aims to support the
work of the audio-visual sector in
Palestine through an ambitious technical
training programme, supervised by the
distinguished Palestinian director Michel
Khleifi; a film education programme

in schools and a number of DVD
publication and distribution grants for
films with Palestinian themes.

The Project was launched with an
in-depth industry survey of the audio-
visual sector in the country, which was
the first of its kind. To facilitate joint
cooperation between professionals and
colleagues in Palestine and overseas, an
extensive bilingual online database was
then set up to provide information on
individuals working in the Palestinian
AV sector as well as governmental,
non-governmental AV educational
institutions and private companies. A
database of cinema and television films
with a Palestinian theme was also set

up.

Training Programmes

The aim of this programme is to
introduce students to the history,
techniques and aesthetics of cinema,
and develop a practical methodology
through individual and group exercises.

After studying other similar courses
and building on his long teaching
experience, Michel Khleifi designed a
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PALESTINIAN AUDIO-VISUAL PROJECT

(from left to right )

e PAV sound students and
£ instructor Marilyn Wathelet
in background
o Michel Khleifi with student
e DP Rémon Fromont with
:  camera students

highly challenging training programme. The applicants, who came from all parts of
Palestine and Jordan, were subjected to a detailed selection process and interviews,
after which 29 were chosen to take part in the first stage of the course, which took
place in Amman, in summer, 2005. The second stage was held in the autumn of
the same year. The Royal Jordanian Film Commission - to whom we are indebted

- hosted us and helped facilitate our work.

Under the supervision of 9 teachers, the programme participants carried out

a number of practical exercises in screenwriting, directing, camera work,

sound recording and montage. The second stage involved an intensive course
concentrating on developing the student’s skills in the fields which he or she

had chosen (camera/lighting, production/direction, sound montage etc.) During
the third stage, which will be carried out before June 2007, the project hopes to
produce several fictional and documentary shorts which will be selected through
an open script competition, followed by a writing seminar. Selected projects will
then be produced by the students in quasi-professional conditions under the expert
guidance of a number of teachers.

School Film Programme

This Programmes aims to set up 45 cinema clubs in schools in Palestine (and Israel)
in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Higher Education as well as some
private or community schools. The schools are selected according to a number of
technical and geographical criteria. As well as providing projection equipment, the
Project launched a training programme for participating teachers (in collaboration
with the Qattan Centre for Educational Research and Development), introducing
them to the history, techniques and the aesthetics of cinema and to ways of using
films in the school environment. We have also purchased a package of classic Arab
and international films on DVD which are presented to participating schools and are
also translating a number of important films which are not currently available with
Arabic subtitles. During the period of this report, 12 schools on the West Bank and
seven in the Gaza Strip were supplied with equipment, and three workshops were
held for teachers participating in the programme, under the supervision of Wasim
al-Kurdi and George Khleifi. An additional 26 schools will be equipped during the
coming financial year, which will include 5 schools inside the Green Line, bringing
the total to 45.

Publication and distribution of 30 films with a Palestinian theme
The Project also aims to publish films with a Palestinian theme on DVD and
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e (top row ) A selection of PAV DVD covers and labels
e ( bottom row ) Installation of video projection equipment in different schools

distribute them in Palestine and in
neighbouring countries through the
cinema clubs which have been set up in
schools. Since the overall distribution of
films and Palestinian films in particular
is restricted to a narrow area in the
middle of the West Bank, the Project
aims to fill this gap in film culture by
making the local public more aware

of this increasingly important industry.
On this basis, directors, producers and
distributors were invited in mid March
2006 to apply for financial grants which
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would enable them to publish their work on DVD to a high technical standard. The
Project is also negotiating with a number of bodies to obtain licenses to publish a

number of films which are important landmarks in the history of Palestinian cinema.

These will then be distributed through our network of clubs in Palestine and, in the
near future, in Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan as well.

Film Library

During the course of the year, we began to create a film reference library of

books and videos/DVDs. The collection is currently based in the Qattan Centre for
Educational Research and Development library in Ramallah and is equipped with a
small viewing corner. An online database of its contents is available online. We also
hope to be able to duplicate the collection in Gaza when the situation permits.

Perhaps the most important thing | gained while taking part in the course, was a fundamental understanding of
how cinema works, and the skills and knowledge which are the basis of creativity... The teaching methods... were
based on encouraging participants to discover and find out for themselves, in contrast to the traditional methods
of teaching we were used to in our previous studies... The project provided us with almost everything. The training
team were experienced and generous and didn’t hesitate to offer their help and expertise.

Razi al-Najjar (Student on the training programme)

The workshop was extremely valuable and useful from the point of view of the films we saw and the analysis and
discussion which enriched our knowledge of film culture and gave us useful experience and information which we
can employ in classroom activities. It also showed us how to improve our work with our pupils, from the point of
view of devising new ideas and developing their creative capabilities.

Teacher
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Qattan Centre for Educational
Research and Development

The primary objective of the Centre is
to engage in applied research in order
to improve the quality of education

in Palestine by working directly with
schoolteachers. This sixth year of

our existence gave us an occasion to
critically reflect upon our experience
so that we may develop and expand
our vision for the future. Our team

of researchers has worked hard to
produce a new intellectual climate
that focuses on dialogic inquiry as a
necessary precondition for the creation
of a new research agenda in the field of
education.

The clear emphasis on dialogue at
the Centre is evidenced by the active
and continuous involvement of school
teachers in our research activities. Our
applied theoretical research and our
summer courses involve a process of
direct critical reflection with teachers
while they are engaged in their daily
practice. We investigate, along with
these teachers, their orientation to
teaching, their teaching styles and their
beliefs.

Our approach to educational research
views education in its socio-cultural
context. We fundamentally believe that
knowledge is integrated and we value
the exchange of meaningful personal
experiences. Teachers are encouraged
to write down their experiences and
discoveries, which are published in our
journal Ru’a Tarbawiyya. The Centre
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enables researchers and teachers to interact with educators in the Arab World
and beyond by sending or receiving delegates to conferences and courses or by
providing resources through its specialized libraries in Ramallah and Gaza.

An exciting phenomenon recently appeared in the form of teacher-initiated forums
in various Palestinians cities. The forums came in response to the work of our
researchers who gave seminars, workshops and summer courses for teachers.
Some motivated teachers decided to establish these forums as a way to stimulate
dialogue among themselves and as a way of linking these forums with the Centre.
In essence, a veritable educational community seems to be in the making and we
are very excited about this development.

Theoretical and Applied Research

Researchers at the Centre have developed theoretical and applied knowledge in
the area of integrated learning as well as the transmission of knowledge. They
have published their work in this area, translated important works from foreign
languages, and held open forums and discussions on these subjects.

The researchers have also worked in the following areas: the use of the image in
education; the culture of mathematics, evaluating writing skills in English for third
year elementary classes, emotional intelligence, narrative, writing and identity,
problem solving, learning styles and their application in the classroom, incorporating
the arts in the study of English, linking mathematics to everyday life, authentic
assessment and how to apply it in the classroom. In addition, the Centre carried out
a number of studies analysing and evaluating the (new) Palestinian curriculum. In
particular, we examined History, Arabic and English language textbooks for grade
10, as well as science and mathematics textbooks for grade 5.

Courses for Teachers

The Centre offers regular courses for teachers in various subject areas. The purpose
is to provide teachers with new skills and knowledge to enable them to improve
their teaching styles and their professional abilities. In the last year 659 teachers
participated in these various courses.

Year Round Courses

During the past year, the Centre organised a series of study days, workshops, mini
courses and discussion groups which covered the following areas: fundamental
principles in the use of drama in education, special education, narrative, identity
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| never expected to one day begin asking questions such as how? what? why? ['ve only

ever said, "if only such and such would happen!”. After taking part in the education
discussion forum, my character underwent a positive change, so that | now regard myself as
a questioning being. On the one hand, | question everything, the books, school, education,
authority, the administration, on the other because of the forum, I realise | have a cultural
and social responsibility which | have to fulfil. Now [ can’t stop reading. | feel that | have an
obligation to improve myself because at any instant | might find myself in a discussion where |
have to come up with ideas.

Abir al-'Asoud

I am a university lecturer and researcher in the field of gifted and talented students. | came
across the magazine Ru’a Tarbawiyya by accident and enjoyed the topics, issues and ideas it
discussed... | found you to be a pioneering centre, working to disseminate culture, science and
knowledge, which will help researchers, students and those interested in the field.

Dr. Ahmad Ali al-Muammar

Associate Professor of the Psychology of Creativity

Al-Hodeida University, Yemen

e Teachers and QCERD researchers during drama and other workshops

and expression, incorporating play into into the classroom community, using computers in the educational process and heritage, emotional intelligence, discourse and enabling the Centre to extend its reach into the teaching community.
the teaching of mathematics, emotional educational supervision. intellectual history, drama, science, The forums work independently and receive material and other support from the
intelligence in a teaching context, English language, mathematics, Centre. Forums were formed in Dura, Halhoul, Nablus, Jericho, Bethlehem, Ithna,
nurturing skills for critical thinking, Winter Courses information technology and teaching Ramallah, al-Thahariya, Tul Karem and Gaza. The Centre also organised a study day

using technology in education, using
photography in an educational context,
using drama to promote oral and written
expression, story telling and drama,
linguistic and semiotic analysis, multiple
intelligence and learning styles, and
tools for managing an active classroom.

Summer Courses

For the fifth year running, the Centre
organised an intensive programme

of summer courses for teacher
development. This year, the courses
were held in Nablus, Ramallah and
Gaza and included the following
subjects: the culture of mathematics,
alternative ways of learning and
teaching, alternative ways of thinking,
drama in education, authentic
assessment, critical thinking skills,
strategies for teaching science, multiple
intelligence and its application in
teaching and learning mathematics,

a narrative and historical approach to
teaching and learning mathematics, the
use of computers in the educational
and learning process, strategies for
understanding what is being read, the
art of story telling in two languages

— Arabic and English, use of databases
in studying sociology in a global

age, school field trips as a means of
instruction, learning through projects,
incorporating the special needs student
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The Centre organised intensive winter courses in Jericho, Ramallah and Gaza

in the following subjects: fostering new ways of thinking, the culture of
mathematics/mathematics with a particular meaning, language and expression,
‘narration, drama and the production of meaning,” constructing teaching methods
for children with special needs, the use of the internet in education, fostering
artistic creativity in children, using science fiction, methods of teaching English,
modern methods in teaching and learning mathematics, new strategies for science
education, teaching critical thinking and an integrated approach in the teaching of
social studies.

Publications

The Centre has recently published a book entitled Imagination and Story-telling:
Exploring Narrative and Producing Meaning. Another book, Let's Understand
Music in cooperation with the Arab Resource Centre for Information for Popular
Arts (al-Jana) will be published shortly (The Lebanon edition has already appeared).
The Centre also plans to translate a number of works including one on emotional
intelligence, one on drama in education, and an ethnographic study of a
Palestinian School.

Ru’'a Tarbawiyya

The Centre published issues 18, 19 and 20 of its quarterly journal, Ru’a Tarbawiyya
in a new and expanded format, which will henceforth contain a special file on a
specific theme. The journal has also continued to appear as a supplement to al-
Ayyam newspapetr.

Library

Both the Ramallah and Gaza branches of the research library continue to support
researchers by adding to their book collection, periodicals, films and electronic
collections on a regular basis, focusing on the field of education. In the past year,
the two branches classified 2,425 books, 103 reference works and 39 films, and
added 57 MA theses and 21 new English language periodicals. Moreover, we have
also bought the following additions to the library: 339 books, 39 serials, as well as
a number of films, atlases, audio tapes and digital recordings covering the following
subject areas: culture, modern ideas in education, history, sociology, literature,

students with special needs.

with teachers to evaluate their experiences and to explore ways of improving and
developing the forums. Malik Rimawi, one of our senior researchers, is in charge of

Teachers Forums continued to be an

Teachers’ Forums coordinating work with these forums.

additional and valuable link to the Multimedia Unit

work of the Centre and a channel A multimedia unit was set up to document researcher/teacher and teacher/pupil
through which to pursue, coordinate work in practice. These will be classified and stored in digital format and become an
and take part in educational activities important resource for researchers, teachers and students of higher education. The
performing a vital role in educational unit is also responsible for updating the Centre’s website.

This workshop enabled me to express my feelings and thoughts with more freedom and
humanity and without feeling | was breaking taboos. My imagination and ideas were
enriched because of having to go more deeply into issues and ways of analysing them. | was
so engrossed that the six hours passed in a flash.

Teacher

| am the Deputy headmaster of the Fréres School in Beit Hanina and | have been reading
your educational magazine “ Ru‘a ” for a long time. My friends used to lend it to me. But
reading it and keeping it among my own library books will enrich my library immensely.
George Abusai'd
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e Photos taken during our semi-annual Board meeting, London Spring 06: (Clockwise from top left) Dr Fouad Moghrabi; The Management Board with Mr Abdel
Muhsin Al-Qattan and a number of advisors; Omar Al-Qattan; Ziad Khalaf and QCERD researcher Nader Wahbeh; Dr Moghrabi sharing a joke with Wasim Kurdi and
Manal Issa; Reem Abu Jaber.

Board of Trustees

Abdel Muhsin al-Qattan - Chairman
Leila al-Qattan

Najwa al-Qattan

Lina al-Qattan

Omar al-Qattan —Secretary

Management Board
Palestine

Ziad Khalaf, Executive Director

Manal Issa, Administrative Director

Bashar Idkaidek, Director of Finance

Reem Abu Jaber, Director the Qattan Centre for the
Child, Gaza

Mahmoud Abu Hashhash, Director, Culture and Arts
Programme

Dr. Fouad Moughrabi, General Director, The Qattan
Centre for Educational Research and Development
(non-remunerated)

Wasim Kurdi, Acting Director of the Qattan Centre for
Educational Research and Development

Dr. Mohammed Abu Mallouh, Director, the Qattan
Centre for Educational Research and Development,
Gaza
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United Kingdom

Omar al-Qattan, Director, Palestinian Audio-Visual Project
(non-remunerated)
Julia Helou, Administrative Director

A group of women during a demonstration against the Wall in Abu Dis. Photo ®
courtesy of The Palastinian Grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign

Contact information

Palestine

P.O.Box: 2276, Ramallah
Tel: 4972 2 2960544
Fax: +972 2 2984886

United Kingdom

5 Princes Gate
Kensigton Road
London, SW7 1QJ
United Kingdom

Tel :+44 207 5818774
Fax : +44 207 5810741

email: info@gattanfoundation.org
http://www.qgattanfoundation.org
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AM. Qattan Foundation - Palestine

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
As of March 31, 2006
Curnency: LS. §)

Assets

Current Assets
Cash on hand and at banks
Contributions receivable
Advance payments to contractor
Cither current assets

Total Current Assets

Froject in progress
Property and equipment, net
Total Assels

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilitles
Accounts payable
Accrued expenses
Temporary restricted contributions
Tatal Current Liabilities

Deferred revenues
Provision for employvess’ benefits

Total Liabilities

Met Assets:
Unrestricted net assets

Taotal Met Assets
Total Liabilities and Met Assets

Motes

e -

10
11

AM. Qattan Foundation - Palestine

— 2006 @ _ 2005
621,017 764,878
59,152 5333495
- 107 835
57,539 174,947
737,708 1,581,145
7998 2515529
4302743 1,122 865
5,48 449 5,219,939
62496 425,490
18231 68,588
261,532 09,339
H2249 1103417
7173 2204
a2 294.151
72145 1399772
4,326,995 3,820,167
4.3326,995 3820, 167
5,048 449 5.19.939

The attnched notes from 1 o 18 fonm part of these financial #alements.

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the Year Ended March 31, 2006
(Currency': LS. 5}
Motes il 1] 2005
Revenues
Unrestricted contributions 12 2235 000 2107 500
Temporary restricted contributions released
from restrictions 9 291,829 43,575
Deferred revenues recognized 10 726 40
Interest reverue 9,190 4,238
Other revenues 2170 11,752
Total Revenues 2545915 2167466
Expenses 13
Educational Center B5T AR 606,531
Child Center T1L560 320,184
Culture and Science Program 2330 2I0ETT
Palestinian Audiovisual Initiative 36,572 43,575
1829318 1210267
Management and general expenses 14 203,289 148,704
Currency exchange loss (gain) 1,480 (131)
Total Expenses 2039087 1.358,840
Ineréase in net assats 6. EI8 BE, 626
Unrestricted net assets, beginning of year 3820167 3,011,541
Unrestricted net assets, end of year 4 326,995 3,820,167

The attached notes from 1 to 18 dorm part of these financial statements.
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AM. Qattan Foundation - Palestine

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
For the Year Ended March 31, 2006
[Curmency: LS. 5)

Cash Flows from Operating Activities:

Invcrease in net assets

Adjusiments:
Depreciation ex
Loss from disposal of property and equipment
Gain from sales of p and equipment
Provision for emplovees” benefits

Change in assets and Habilities
(Increase) decrease in assets
Contributions receivable
Advance payment to contractor
Cther current assets
Incriase (decrease) in Habiliti es
Accounts payable
Accried expenses
Deferred revenues
Payment of employe es’ benefits
Net cash flows from operating activities

Cash Flows from Investing Activities:

Payments for project in progress
Purchase of property and equipment

Proceeds from disposals of property and equipment

Net cash used In investing activities
Net increase in cash
Cash, beginning of year
Cash, end of year

2006 2005
506,828 808,626
309,425 82,089
T I
(2.555) >
123,747 114,049
938,165 1004764
126,526 75844
107,825 (49,904)
117408  (156043)
(362994) 251664
(50.357) 57314
4,959 2,204
(45 866) (5.001)
835676 1180842
(486,910) (371.521)
([496,762)  (102.444)
4,135 .
(979.537)  (673,955)
(143.861) 506,877
764,578 258,001
621,017 764,878

The attached nobes from 1 to 18 form part of these financial statements.

3

25



